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efforts. It also does not increase the efficiency very
much. Present technology has fixed the amount of
labour required by the size of the land, Thus we have
approximately identical figures for the amount of land
which can be cultivated by each worker. This fact
has far-reaching influence on land tenure, on the
scattered system of farms, on the frequency of family
division, and on the small size of the housenold.

The present decline of the silk industry has dis-
located the traditional adjustment of economic
activities. The size of farms has remained the same
while-the silk industry has been taken over by modern
factories. The small farm cannot absorb the female
labour that has been set free by the industrial change.
The maladjustment is seen in the leisure enjoyed by
the women in the village and the higher mobility of
female population from the village to the town. In
the neighbouring villages where farms are com-
paratively large, in the process of adaptation to the
new situation female labour has been introduced into
agriculture, This shows that the traditional division
of labour, orginating as a part of economic adjustment,
is a practical arrangement and is not due to any non-
empirical cause. So far as men work by themselves
and so long as the farm cannot be extended, female
labour is not needed in agriculture. The only occasion
for female labour is during the urgent period of irri-
gation and drainage. Water regulation sometimes
requires prompt action. Women will not hesitate to
work on the pump when they are needed.

The male members of a household work together on
the same farm. But they have no special division of
work. Everybody does the same work, except that
in transplantation the children do not take part in